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Your Full Essay Title  

 Please read this overview. AFTER reading, DELETE EVERYTHING FROM HERE TO 

THE BOTTOM OF THE PAGE WHEN WRITING YOUR ESSAY. Use this as a model for 

paragraphing and subheads. Papers under six pages to not need subheads. 

 Writing good essays in APA format is not as hard as it looks.  This document provides 

instructions and a model for basic essay content and format.  There are also many other resources 

available to help you develop professional-quality writing.  You will find them in eCollege, in 

The HUB, in the Academic Success Center, and on the Internet.  Ultimately, you are responsible 

for meeting your professor’s expectations for assignments in that professor’s class, so follow all 

instructions and requirements expressed by the professor. 

Essay Content and Organization 

 Your introduction should start with an attention-grabber or hook.  Follow this with 

appropriate background so the reader understands the situation.  Then introduce your thesis … 

 … (Please see the accompanying “Guide to APA Research Writing and Formatting” for the 

full text of this instructional essay. Always follow your professor’s required organization and 

format requirements.) … 

Conclusion 

 Ask your professor for specific content and format expectations.  Use the available print 

resources, ASC writing tutors and the Smarthinking online tutor source.  By carefully utilizing 

tutors and print resources, you can produce a well-written and easy-to-read essay that meets APA 

requirements, avoids plagiarism, and shares your insights to make the world a better place. 

 Scroll down in this template to begin your References list on the next page following 

your conclusion. If you are making your own document, select Insert and Page Break from 
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your top menus to place your References on the next page. Do not enter multiple times to force a 

new page. 
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